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09.29.05 – 10.05.05

thursdays
CLUB RETRO

w/ DJ STROUD
[From Old Skool Hip Hop to 80s Dance,

Motown, Disco, and Classic House
Ladies Free with Student ID]

saturday, october 1

SMOOVE
w/ DJ IZM

[From Soulful House and Classic 
Funk to Old Skool Dancehall, 

Hip Hop, and Go-Go]

friday, october 7
GROOVE NATION

w/ DJ RLS
[Top 40, R&B, Dancehall, 
Reggaeton, Hip Hop]

saturday, october 8
EGGHED’S
REVENGE

[The 80s Mastermind DJ brings 
you Everything House]

friday, october 14

GROOVE NATION
w/ DJ STROUD

[Top 40, R&B, Dancehall, 
Reggaeton, Hip Hop]

saturday, october 15

SMOOVE
w/ DJ IZM

[From Soulful House and Classic 
Funk to Old Skool Dancehall, 

Hip Hop, and Go-Go]

friday, october 21
DARTH SKETCHY'S

TRANSMISSIONS 
FROM THE DARK SIDE
[Sketchy Unleashes the True Power of the

Dark Side of the Force]

303 east main street
downtown
434.293.9526

www.clubr2.com

charlottesville's premier dance club

<  A R T S >

NEW E n g l a n d  s o n g w r i t e r  D a r  W i l l i a m s
r e l e a s e d  h e r  f i r s t  a l b u m  i n  1 9 9 3 ,  a n d  b y  t h e  e n d
o f  t h e  d e c a d e  s h e  h a d  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  m o d e r n
f o l k  m u s i c ’ s  m o s t  f e a r s o m e  w a r r i o r s .  S h e
a r r i v e s  i n  t o w n  t h i s  w e e k  t o  p i t c h  h e r  n e w e s t
a l b u m ,  My Better Self,  w h i c h  i s  h e a v y  o n  e l e c -
t r i c  g u i t a r s  a n d  r o c k - o r i e n t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t s
a n d  e v e n  f e a t u r e s  a  c o v e r  o f  P i n k  F l o y d ’ s
“ C o m f o r t a b l y  N u m b . ”

The Hook: Y o u  w e r e  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e
r e c o r d i n g  w i t h  S t e f a n  L e s s a r d  i n  2 0 0 2 .  W h a t
w a s  t h a t  l i k e ?

Dar Williams: I t  w a s  n i c e  a n d  e a s y g o i n g —
i t ’ s  h a r d  t o  s a y  w h a t  i t  w a s ,  r e a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  i t
w a s  s o  m u c h  f u n .  S t e f a n  h a s  t o  w r e s t l e  w i t h  a l l
t h e  w e i r d n e s s  o f  b e i n g  a  s u p e r s t a r ,  b u t  h e  d o e s
i t  w e l l .  H i s  b a s s  p l a y i n g  i s  e x t r e m e l y  m e l o d i c
a n d  p o e t i c  a n d  a l m o s t  l y r i c a l  i n  a  w a y —  i t ’ s  a
l y r i c  w r i t e r ’ s  d r e a m  t o  h a v e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  b a s s
p l a y i n g  a v a i l a b l e .

The Hook: Y o u ’ v e  b e e n  b a c k  t o  S t a r r  H i l l  a
c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s  s i n c e  t h e n .  A r e  y o u  s t i l l  p l a y i n g
t h a t  m a t e r i a l  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s h o w ?

Dar Williams: I  t h i n k  w e ’ l l  b e  d o i n g  o n l y
o n e  o f  t h e  s o n g s  h e  w a s  o n .  W e ’ r e  n o t  d o i n g
t h a t  w h o l e  a l b u m  t h e s e  d a y s  w h e n  w e  p l a y
l i v e .

The Hook: W h a t  k i n d  o f  l i n e u p  d o  y o u  b r i n g
w i t h  y o u  o n  t o u r  n o w ?

Dar Williams: I t ’ s  a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  a s  l a s t
t i m e —  k e y b o a r d s ,  b a s s ,  d r u m s ,  a n d  g u i t a r .

The Hook: S o  i s  Out There Live s t i l l  a n  a c c u -
r a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  y o u r  l i v e  s h o w ?

Dar Williams: N o t  a s  m u c h ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’ s  a
d i f f e r e n t  b a n d .  T h e  b a n d  k i n d  o f  u s e d  t h e  l i v e
a l b u m  a n d  m y  s t u d i o  a l b u m s  a s  a  j u m p i n g  o f f
p o i n t .  T h e s e  g u y s  h a v e  t a k e n  i t  a n d  m a d e  i t
t h e i r  o w n .  T h e y  n o d  t o  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t h a t
a r e  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y  g i v e  i t  t h e i r  o w n  t h u m b p r i n t .

The Hook: “ B e a u t i f u l  E n e m y ”  i s  p r e t t y  h a r d
c o m p a r e d  t o  “ c a l l i n g  t h e  M o o n , ”  a n d  y o u ’ v e
m o v e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  i n  t e r m s  o f  d e n s e  o r c h e s -
t r a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r .  H o w  d o
y o u  s e e  t h a t  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ?

Dar Williams: T h i s  i s  m y  t h i r d  a l b u m  w i t h
t h e  b a n d  f r o m  G r e e n  W o r l d —  s o  w e  w e r e  j u s t
k i n d  o f  d i g g i n g  i n .  I t ’ s  j u s t  a  t r u s t  e x e r c i s e .  T h e
l y r i c s  a r e  a l s o  a  l i t t l e  h a r s h —  h a r s h e r  t h a n  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n ,  e v e n .

The Hook: S p e a k i n g  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o d u c -
t i o n ,  t h e  P i n k  F l o y d  c o v e r  i s  p r e t t y  c a p t i v a t i n g .
W h y  d i d  y o u  c h o o s e  t h a t  s o n g ?

Dar Williams: I t  w o r k s  o n  a  l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t
l e v e l s .  A s  a  p e r f o r m e r ,  i t ’ s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s o n g
a b o u t  h a v i n g  t o  l o s e  s o m e  o f  y o u r  c o n s c i o u s -
n e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  c a n  m a k e  i t  u p

o n  s t a g e .  T h a t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  c a n  h a p p e n ,
a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s n ’ t  h a p p e n e d  i n  m y  c a r e e r  ( I ’ m
p r e t t y  l u c k y ) .  I t  c a m e  a b o u t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c -
t i o n ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  i n  s h o c k .  I t
w a s n ’ t  t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  o u r  c a p p u c c i n o s ,
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  s u r p r i s e ,  t h e  r e a l -
i z a t i o n  t h a t  w e ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  m o r e  o f  t h e
s a m e .  T h e r e ’ s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  a n  e x h a l e  a t  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  i n h a l e ,  w e ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  k e e p  i n h a l i n g .
W e  g o t  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  o u r  c o m f o r t a b l e  l i v e s ,  b u t
t h e r e  w a s  a  s e n s e  o f  l o s s ,  a n d  t h a t  s o n g  i s
a b o u t  k e e p i n g  o n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  l o s s .

The Hook: T h a t ’ s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p i n  t o  p u t
o n  s u c h  a  c l a s s i c ,  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o n g .  I t
s o u n d s  l i k e  t h e  s a m e  e m o t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  p r o b -
a b l y  b e h i n d  “ E m p i r e . ”

Dar Williams: A g a i n ,  I  w r o t e  t h a t  r i g h t
a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  a n d  I  w a n t e d  t o  l a y  b a r e
w h a t  I  t h o u g h t  w a s  a  j u s t  p o s i t i o n .  W h e n  y o u
a r e  b u i l d i n g  a n  e m p i r e ,  y o u  r a i d  t h e  c o f f e r s  o f
y o u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  i t .  I t ’ s  r e a l l y  e m p i r e  v e r s u s
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  w e ’ r e  s o  u s e d  t o  s e e -
i n g  i t  a s  e m p i r e  a s  a  p a r t  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Y o u
s a c r i f i c e  y o u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u r t h e r  y o u r
g o a l s  o f  b u i l d i n g  a n  e m p i r e .  Y o u  r a i d  t h e  f i n a n -
c i a l  c o f f e r s ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  m o r a l  o n e s —  c i v i l  l i b -
e r t i e s  a n d  s o  o n .  N a z i  G e r m a n y  s a c r i f i c e d  i t s
m o r a l s  t r e m e n d o u s l y  t o  f o l l o w  i t ’ s  g r a n d
s c h e m e .  T h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  a n
e l e m e n t  o f  r a c i s m  t h a t  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  p u r s u e
e m p i r e  b u i l d i n g .  N o w ,  w e  h a v e  t o  d e c i d e  w h a t
t o  s a c r i f i c e .

The Hook: S o  d o  y o u  e v e r  w o r r y  a b o u t
a l i e n a t i n g  y o u r  l i s t e n e r s  w i t h  a l l  t h i s ?

Dar Williams: N o .  T o  s a y  t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y ,
“ T h i s  e m p i r e  w i l l  f a l l  o n  i t s  o w n  a s s ,  l i k e  e v e r y
e m p i r e  d o e s , ”  w a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  s t a t i n g  a  f a c t .  I
w r o t e  t h i s  a s  a  s t u d e n t  o f  h i s t o r y :  t h e r e  a r e  r e f -
e r e n c e s  t o  o t h e r  e m p i r e s ,  b u t  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  u s .
I f  y o u  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a b o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,
t h a t ’ s  a  v e r y  s e l f - e x p o s i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n ,
b e c a u s e  o n e  c o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  w e ’ r e  n o t  i n
t h e r e  a t  a l l .  I  d o  b e l i e v e ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  t h i s  g o v -
e r n m e n t  i s  c r i m i n a l .  E v e r y  o t h e r  p r e s i d e n c y  h a s
h a d  e l e m e n t s  o f  i t —  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  v e r y
p o w e r f u l ,  a n d  s o  i t  h a s  h a d  i t s  m o m e n t s  o f
i m p e r i a l i s m  w i t h  o t h e r  p r e s i d e n t s —  b u t  t h i s
o n e  i s  o n l y  a b o u t  e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  o w n  o l i -
g a r c h y .

The Hook: I n  a n  i d e a l  w o r l d ,  w h a t  e f f e c t
w o u l d  t h e  s o n g  h a v e ?

Dar Williams: I  d o n ’ t  m i n d  r e i n f o r c i n g
s o m e t h i n g ,  b u t  I  d o n ’ t  e x p e c t  t o  c o n v e r t  a n y o n e .
I  c a n  b e  a  p a r t  o f  s o m e t h i n g .  I t ’ s  n o t  o n e  p e r s o n
w h o  d o e s  i t ,  i t ’ s  e v e r y o n e .  I  d o n ’ t  c o n s i d e r
m y s e l f  t o  b e  e v e n  h a l f  a  d r o p  i n  t h e  b u c k e t .

E m p i r e  a n g s t
W i l l i a m s  w a i t i n g
t o  e x h a l e

buzz
BOXcon’t

RESTAURANT, BREWERY & MUSIC HALL

709 WEST MAIN STREET
CHARLOTTESVILLE

434-977-0017 / WWW.STARRHILL.COM

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Many shows sell out in advance. 

Purchase tickets in advance at Plan 9, Sidetracks,
1-800-594-TIXX, or www.starrhill.com

SS - standing / no chairs
LRS - rows of chairs

All ages welcome.
A $2 surcharge will be collected at the door 

from all patrons under 21 years of age.

SPECIAL SHOW!
TUESDAY 11/1

MIKE GORDON &
LEO KOTTKE

Doors at 8pm / Music at 9pm / SS 

FRIDAY, 9/30
CHRIS HILLMAN 
(FROM THE BYRDS) &
HERB PEDERSEN

opening: SLAID CLEAVES
Doors at 9pm / Music at 10pm / LRS

TUESDAY, 10/4
DAR WILLIAMS

opening: GIRLYMAN
Doors at 8pm / Music at 9pm / SS

FRIDAY, 10/7
PIETASTERS

@SATELLITE BALLROOM
opening: BIG D AND THE KIDS TABLE & 

THE STABONES
Doors at 9pm / Music at 10pm / SS

SATURDAY, 10/8
BRAZILIAN GIRLS
Doors at 9pm / Music at 10pm / SS

TUESDAY, 10/11
MATT NATHANSON
opening: MATT WERTZ & KATE EARLE
Doors at 8pm / Music at 9pm / SS

THURSDAY, 10/13
RAILROAD EARTH

opening: HOT BUTTERED RUM
Doors at 8pm / Music at 9pm / SS

FRIDAY, 10/14
KING WILKIE

Doors at 9pm / Music at 10pm / SS

SATURDAY, 10/15
SMALL TOWN WORKERS

FAREWELL SHOW
with special friends

Doors at 9pm / Music at 10pm / SS

Starr Hill Presents at The Paramount Theater

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5

NANCI GRIFFITH 
AND THE BLUE MOON ORCHESTRA

Doors at 7pm / Music at 8pm
Tickets on sale now

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22

DAVID GRISMAN QUINTET
Opening: Old School Freight Train

Doors at 7pm / Music at 8pm
Tickets on sale now

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27

YONDER MOUNTAIN 
STRING BAND
Opening: Todd Snider

Doors at 7pm / Music at 8pm
Tickets on sale now


