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ARLO G u t h r i e  b e c a m e  a  w e l l  k n o w n
s o c i a l  c o m m e n t a t o r  a n d  m u s i c i a n  d u r i n g  t h e
‘ 6 0 s  f o l k  s c e n e  t h a n k s  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  “ A l i c e ’ s
R e s t a u r a n t , ”  a n  1 8 - m i n u t e  r a m b l i n g  m u s i c a l
n a r r a t i v e  a b o u t  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  p o l i c e
a n d  m i l i t a r y  r e c r u i t e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  V i e t n a m  e r a .   

T h i s  y e a r  m a r k s  t h e  4 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e
s o n g ,  a n d  h e ’ s  b r i n g i n g  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  t o  T h e
P a r a m o u n t  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 .  F a c e d  w i t h  The
Hook’ s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h a t
e m e r g e d  f r o m  h i s  a c t i v i s m  4 0  y e a r s  a g o ,
G u t h r i e  b e g a n  t o  g u s h .

“ T h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  e n g a g e d  i n  a l l
k i n d s  o f  s t u f f  4 0  y e a r s  a g o .  I t  w a s n ’ t  j u s t  t h e
w a r —  t h e  w a r  w a s  o n l y  o n e  t h i n g  i n  t h e  c u l -
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n —  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t ,
p e o p l e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  w a r ,  p e o p l e  w o r -
r i e d  a b o u t  n u c l e a r  p o w e r ,  a n d  p e o p l e  b u r n i n g
l i n g e r i e —  i t  w a s  a  l o t  o f  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e ,
e v e n  t h o u g h  w e  t e n d  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e s e  e v e n t s
a n d  t h i n k  o f  t h e m  a s  s e p a r a t e .  I t  w a s n ’ t  j u s t
a b o u t  t h e  w a r ,  i t  w a s  t a k i n g  s t o c k  o f  t h e
n a t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e  a n d  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  k i n d  o f
c o u n t r y  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e .

I t ’ s  n o  d i f f e r e n t  n o w  f r o m  t h e  w a y  i t  w a s  4 0
y e a r s  a g o .  I t ’ s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  w a r —  p e o p l e  a r e
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  w h o  y o u  c a n  m a r r y  o r  w h a t
y o u  c a n  g r o w  i n  y o u r  b a c k y a r d .   

T h e s e  a r e  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  c o n c e r n  t h e
t i m e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d  i n
a l l  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  r i g h t  o r  l e f t ,  t h a t ’ s  t e r r i f i c .

E v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  t o  b e  r i g h t  a b o u t
e v e r y t h i n g ,  y o u  j u s t  h a v e  t o  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  d i s -
c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  t i m e s .  I f  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  d o  t h a t
o n  t h e  l e f t  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  t o p  a n d  t h e
b o t t o m ,  w e ’ l l  d o  a l r i g h t .  

I  t h i n k  w e  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  e x a c t l y  w h a t
w e  h a d  h o p e d  t o ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a k e
p e o p l e  f e e l  l i k e  t h e i r  v o i c e  c o u n t s .  F o r t y  y e a r s
a g o ,  t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  t e l l i n g  u s  t o  s h u t  u p ,
g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  l i k e  i t ,  b u t
w e  g o t  u p  a n d  w e  s a i d ,  “ N o .  Y o u ’ v e  g o t t a
s p e a k  u p .  I f  y o u ’ r e  A m e r i c a n ,  y o u  h a v e  a n  o b l i -
g a t i o n  t o  p r e s e n t  y o u r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a n d  b y
d o i n g  s o  y o u  m a k e  t h e  c o u n t r y  f r e e . ”   

Y o u  h a v e  t o  u s e  t h e  f r e e d o m s  y o u  h a v e ,  o r
y o u  l o s e  t h e m .  T h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  t e l l i n g  p e o p l e
t o  s h u t  u p  n o w ,  a n d  I ’ m  o p p o s e d  t o  t h o s e  p e o -
p l e .  

B e f o r e  t h e  w a r  i n  I r a q ,  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  a l l
a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d  t o o k  t o  t h e  s t r e e t s .  S o m e  o f
t h e m  w e r e  s a y i n g ,  “ D o n ’ t  g o , ”  a n d  s o m e  o f
t h e m  w e r e  s a y i n g  “ L e t ’ s  r o l l . ”   

T h a t ’ s  w h e n  I  k n e w  w h a t  w e  h a d  a c c o m -
p l i s h e d .  I n  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  n o w ,  t h e r e  a r e
g r o u p s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  n u c l e a r  e n e r g y  a n d
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  a n d  w o m e n ’ s
r i g h t s .  A l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l
4 0  y e a r s  a g o  h a v e  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a b r i c  o f
t h e  c u l t u r e .  T h e y ’ v e  b e c o m e  o r d i n a r y .  T h a t ’ s
t h e  u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  a c t i v i s m  o f  t h o s e
t i m e s .  ■

O h ,  f r e e d o m
G u t h r i e  r e l i s h e s
b i g  i s s u e s
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skin
sunday, october 9

7 & 9:30 pm
Newcomb Hall Theatre, $3

indie.student.virginia.edu

Travel from the East to the West
With two UVA Art Museum Symposia

Saturday, October 1 | 10 am–6 pm, Campbell Hall 153
| The Dawn of East Asian Art and Buddhist Art & Architecture:
| Ho–ryu–-ji (Temple or the Exalted Law) in Its Contexts

Sponsors: Ellen Bayard Weedon Foundation, University of Virginia Art Museum,
School of Architecture, McIntire Department of Art

Friday & Saturday | Campbell Hall 153
October 7–8 | Creating an American Style: Art and Architecture, 1600–1900

Friday, October 7, 5 pm “Living with Art” by Eleanor Jones Harvey, Senior Curator,
Smithsonian American Art Museum

October 8, 9 am–5 pm special guest speakers and graduate students
Sponsors: University of Virginia Art Museum, McIntire Department of Art,
School of Architecture, University Council for the Arts

University of Virginia A r t  M u s e u m
www.virginia.edu/artmuseum   434.924.3592


